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To Build The Body Of Christ: Offer
Spiritual Sacrifices And Toward Vision 2020

Senior Pastor Jerry Jean

| Peter 2:4-5 “As you come to him,
the living Stone--rejected by men but
chosen by God and precious to him—you
also, like living stones, are being built into
a spiritual house to be a holy priest-hood,
offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to
God through Jesus Christ.”

“To build the body of Christ “is our
theme of this twentieth anniversary
celebration and our verse in 2014 is “To
equip His people for works of service, so
that the body of Christ may be built up”
(Ephesians 4:12). Church is the body of
Christ (Ephesians 1:23) and the household
of God is God’s church (I Timothy 3:15).
We Christians gather together is the
household of God/church (Hebrews 3:6).
Christ is the head of church and we are

God’s children (Ephesians 5:23; 1 John 3:1).
Jesus Christ is the living stone and the
corner stone of the spiritual house/church
(Psalm 118:22; | Peter 2:7; Ephesphians
2:20) and we Christians are also as living
stones built up as a spiritual house. We are
holy priesthood because Jesus is the High
Priest and through His sacrificing blood
opened a living and new way for us to enter
the sanctuary (Hebrews 10:19-20).

Praise the Father’s love, through
Jesus’ grace and the Holy Spirit’s guidance,
we bought this church building on
September 20, 2013. Church building is
just like the hardware part of a computer
for us to gather and worship God together.
It is time to build the software part so that
the church could function well toward



church purposes. At this celebration and
dedication time, | would like to share with
you based on | Pet 2:4-5 to build the body
of Christ by offering five spiritual sacrifices
and to serve together toward five main
purposes in VISION2020 (To become a
Christ centered church with five
hundred-plus attendance at the regular
worship by 2020, ministering primarily
to the Chinese community) i.e. worship,
fellowship, discipleship, services, and
witnessing the Gospel.

l. First, we offer a sacrifice of praise
to God: Worship purpose of VISION2020.
Hebrews 13:15 “Through Him then,
let us continually offer up a sacrifice of
praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that
give thanks to His name.”

A famous pastor said “wherever
there is worshiping God together, there is a
church”. Jesus said in Matthew /8:20 “For
where two or three have gathered together
in My name, | am there in their midst.”
After Jesus ascended to the heaven,
Christians gathered together and in Acts
2:42 they were continually devoting
themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to
prayer. Today, we should offer our prayers
to praise and thank God all the time. Now
we have a building with five times of more
space than before to accommodate much
more people in four worships: Mandarin,
English, Cantonese, and campus. We have
been experiencing God’s blessing in the
increase of worship and salvation numbers.
For church to grow, we must rely on prayer
together because prayer is the engine of
church  power. In VISION2020, our
cooperative prayer goal is 25% of church
members. We are currently at about half-

way of this goal. | encourage that we come
together to pray on Wednesday nights,
Sunday mornings, and fellowship’s prayer
meetings. At the same time, we offer
individual and family prayers daily as a
spiritual sacrifice to the Lord.

Il.  Second, we offer loving care as
acceptable sacrifice to God: Eellowship
purpose of VISION2020.

Philippians 4:18 “But I have
received everything in full and have an
abundance; 1 am amply supplied, having
received from Epaphroditus what you
have sent, [n]a fragrant aroma, an
acceptable sacrifice, well-pleasing to God”

| remember over twenty years ago,
after we moved into our first building (old
building in Lenexa). Pastor Hunker and the
deacons started a new ministry: from
Sunday school classes, we established
various fellowships which meet on
weekdays at home or church. The purposes
of fellowship are: to study the words of
God, to love one another (I John 4:7), to
share the Gospel and to be as a channel to
bring people to the church. Initially we
used the nine spiritual gifts (Galatians 5:22)
as the names of fellowships. Praise the
Lord, the fellowships have increased to
twenty groups today. | encourage we
continue and increase our commitment to
the Lord’s Great Commandment to love the
Lord your God with all your heart, and
with all your soul, and with all your mind,
and with all your strength and love your
neighbor as yourself (Mark 12:30-31). We
offer our love as a spiritual sacrifice.

IIl.  Third, we offer our bodies as a

living sacrifice to God: Discipleship of
VISION2020.



Romans 12:1 “Therefore I urge you,
brethren, by the mercies of God, to present
your bodies a living and holy sacrifice,
[a]acceptable to God, which is your
spiritual service of worship”

Being the Lord’s witnesses or
sharing the Gospel to the remotest part of
the earth is our Lord Jesus’ command as the
Great Commission (Acts 1:8; Matthew
28:19-20). To build the body of Christ, we
must make disciples. Prayers and God’s
words are two essential resources for
disciple training. We have been using the
excellent Lifeway Bible Series materials
for our Sunday school which completes a
study cycle on the OIld and New
Testaments in five years. | remember at the
beginning of this church when we started
Sunday School at the mother church, our
Sunday School attendance exceeded
worship attendance (over 100%). Let us
and the whole family all together come to
Sunday School and strive from current
level of about 70% to our goals in Sunday
School attendance: 90%, and 100% of
worship attendances by the year of 2015,
and by the year of 2020, respectively. For
disciple training, we have been blessed by
using the Southern Baptist discipleship
program “MasterLife I-IV” since 1998.
We have trained about three hundred
disciples through this program and |
encourage those who have a heart to serve
at this church, to join this disciples training
as soon as possible to become a good
soldier of Christ. Recently our church has
established Midwestern Chinese Bible
Institute which provids brothers and sisters
inside and also outside ECBC to learn
Bible and to prepare for the Gospel
ministry. And at the same time one is able
to earn undergraduate credits from Mid-

eastern Baptist Theological Seminary. In
the recent building fund project, brothers
and sisters’ exceeding sacrifice offering has
made us to purchase this new building
without needing a mortgage from outside,
praise the Lord! Now it is time for us to
keep up our loving sacrifices for the
Gospel’s sake. With God’s grace and our
faithful stewardship, let us offer our bodies
as a spiritual sacrifice for His glory.

IV. Fourth, we offer good works as a
spiritual sacrifice: Services purpose of
VISION2020.

Hebrews 13:16 “And do not neglect
doing good and sharing, for with such
sacrifices God is pleased.”

Kansas City is the heart of America
and is also the strategic location of widely
dispersed Chinese in the Midwest. Our
original vision at the beginning is to
establish a church as a bright golden
lampstand in the Kansas City area
(Revelation 4:5). There is an on-going
influx of Chinese (about 10% yearly) to
Kansas City area and an increase of
needing services. Our church is the light
and the salt of the community and our good
works testify them for God’s glory. God
has prepared us a perfect place and it is the
perfect time for us to do more good works.
Let’s continue and enhance the on-going
services, such as health information,
English class, special workshops, caring for
elderly and needy, Chinese School etc. We
offer good works of services as a spiritual
sacrifice for the Gospel and pre-Gospel
purpose.

V.  Fifth, we offer the fruit of the
Gospel as a spiritual sacrifice:  Gospel
purpose of VISION2020.




Romans 15:16 ” to be a minister of
Christ Jesus to the Gentiles, ministering
as a priest the gospel of God, so that my
offering of the Gentiles may become
acceptable, sanctified by the Holy Spirit.”

The Great Commission from the
Lord calls us to witness the Gospel to the
end of the world (Acts 1:8; Matt 28:19-20).
Thanks to the grace of God, our number of
saved people has been increasing daily.
During the past twenty years, we had an
average of twenty baptisms per year and in
the recent three years, it has reached to
about thirty. Our goal of baptism per year is
7% of church members. We evangelize
people both local and away from our
church areas. Locally, let’s continue and
enhance the on-going revivals and
evangelism trainings, such as wordless
book, four spiritual law, and Evangelism
Explosion etc. Currently, our short-term

home mission is focusing on Native
Americans in Arizona and foreign missions
in central east China. Our mission projects
could be extended and grown from sending
money and short mission’s trips to sending
long-term missionaries. We hope that one
day our evangelism and mission budget
would exceed a goal of 50% of our church
overall budget. Let’s offer the fruit of the
Gospel to the Lord as a spiritual sacrifice.

Today at this special occasion of our
20th year celebration and dedication of new
church building to the Almighty God, may
we join in unity to praise and thank our Lord
Jesus Christ and to offer five spiritual
sacrifices: prayer, love, bodies, good works,
and the fruit of the Gospel to the Lord Jesus
Christ and work together toward the five
purposes of the VISION2020: worship,
fellowship, discipleship, services, and
witness of the Gospel.

?‘220205@%%@&5@)\5\ 10/30/2010
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To God Be The Glory

Pastor Emeritus Carl Hunker

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

My cup runs over with praise and
thanksgiving for the God of our salvation
and for this time of celebration for
Emmanuel Chinese Baptist Church. How
happy | am to write this message as we
celebrate the 20™anniversary of the church
as well as the dedication of this building
which God has provided to further His
Kingdom.

CELEBRATION IS A TIME TO
REMEMBER: | have such happy
memories of the beginning growth,
development, and maturity of our church.
What | wrote in October 1988 in a pastoral
letter still applies today. “God has blessed us
with a warm and meaningful fellowship in
our church. We praise Him that we are a
family to one another.” At that time, we
were Emmanuel Chinese Baptist Mission,
and our fellowship grew from two adult
Sunday School classes formed on September
13, 1981 at the mother church, Emmanuel
Baptist Church in Overland Park. In those
early years, meaningful church traditions
began, such as Wednesday prayer meeting,
regular fellowship dinners, choir and music
ministries, the formation of care groups,
spring and fall revivals, Sunday School
classes for all age groups, church picnics,
youth group activities with leaders, services
to honor our graduates, attending the fall
Mid-West Chinese  Christian  Summer
Retreat over the Labor Day Weekend (then
held at the Assembly of God Camp Grounds
in Excelsior Springs), church Thanksgiving

dinners, offerings for missions, and the
Christmas Eve service. By late 1990, we
were able to purchase the building on Santa
Fe Trail Drive. On October 7, 1990, we held
a service of opening and entering the
building together as a fellowship. Worship
attendance at that time averaged 125. Our
first baptism in the building was on January
27, 1991, and the first ordination service
was on January 31, 1993. On October 9,
1994, our fellowship was constituted as a
church. As noted in my pastoral letter on
October 3, 1994, “During these years, ninety
have been baptized, and perhaps more than
three hundred blessed by the Lord’s ministry
in our midst. In oneness of heart and mind,
we give glory to God, not to
ourselves.”  Abundant fruit has been
manifested through God’s calling and
leadership of first pastor Don Gardner,
Senior Pastor George Hsu, current Senior
Pastor Jerry Jean, Assistant Pastors Steve
Tan, Henry Chen, and Timothy Qian,
Interim Evangelist Thelma Qian, Youth
Fellowship coworker Brian Tung and
current Office Manager Eric Li. Through the
years, God has blessed us over and over
again with His presence, spiritual blessings,
physical provisions, the dedicated service of
church staff, co-workers, and church
members, and the blessing of many new
members to the family of God. “Praise the
Lord! Oh give thanks to the Lord, for He is
good. His unchanging loving kindness
endures forever.” (Psalm 106:1-2)

CELEBRATION IS A TIME FOR
PERSONAL COMMITMENT: Each of us



can recall what Jesus has done for us in
forgiving our sins, saving us, and giving us
strength and power to live for Him. We
remember not only our own experience of
salvation, but how time and time again, God
has been faithful and has blessed us in times
of need. Today we join together in giving
thanks and praise to the Lord for His
marvelous works in our lives. With hearts of
thanksgiving, we commit as a body to daily
seek him and to rededicate our lives to His
service. “God is ABLE to provide EVERY
blessing in Abundance, so that in ALL
things at ALL TIMES, having ALL you
need, you will ABOUND in every good
work.” (2 Corinthians 9:8).

CELEBRATION IS A TIME FOR
VISION: The 20"
anniversary is a time
of remembrance and
thanksgiving.  The
dedication of this
wonderful  building
marks a time of
looking to God for a
new vision of the

future for what God desires for us
individually and as a church. We can be
encouraged by Paul’s words of “pressing on
toward the goal for the prize of the upward
call of God in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 3:
14). At this special time, we can also be
reminded of the world that God wants us to
have. In Revelation 11:15, John had a vision
and saw the kingdoms of this world as
belonging to Christ. “The kingdom of the
world has become the kingdom of our Lord
and of His Christ, and He shall reign for
ever and ever’. What a privilege and
blessing that we as a church can be
participants in this high calling. Already our
church, by the grace of God, is launching
new areas of ministries as part of Vision
2020. We face the
future with strong
hope and
commitment.  May
God continue to give
wisdom and power as
Emmanuel  Chinese
Baptist Church seeks
to be used of God in
fulfilling His vision.
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Being Ordinary and Extraordinary

Pastor Emeritus George Hsu

So whether you eat or drink or
whatever you do, do it all for the glory of
God. (1 Corinthians 10:31)

And whatever you do, whether in
word or deed, do it all in the name of the
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father
through Him. (Colossians 3:17)

The common word in these verses is
“whatever.” It carries the nuance of non-
special, regular, or even ordinary and
common things. Looking at these verses
through the lens of this word “whatever,”
it’s somewhat surprising how much weight
God actually placed on ordinary things.

When Mei-ling and | first visited the
Chinese Language Group (predecessor of
ECBC) of Emmanuel Baptist Church (EBC,
our mother church at 101* and Metcalf) on
one ordinary Sunday morning, we met
brother Jerry Jean, Pastor Don Gardner, and
many other brothers and sisters. We were
neither very impressed nor unimpressed
with the group. It was just an ordinary group
of Chinese people who gathered to study the
Bible and worship the Lord on Sunday
morning.
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Soon, Mr. & Mrs. Mak, Steven &
Dennis joined us. Of course, many others
came and went, just like any other Chinese
Christian  gathering. While we were
exploring Greater Kansas City Chinese
Christian Church at the same time, we
sensed that the Lord wanted us to join this
group of people. Soon, | was asked to teach
Sunday School by the leadership and
became part of the core group.

I can’t really remember too much of
anything  spectacular other than the
closeness of a small fellowship and how
hard Pastor Don Gardener worked with the
leadership of the group.

Then, one day, | heard the name
Hunker was mentioned as | went EBC, a
name | have not heard of for soooo long.
Sure enough, it was him sitting there
chatting away with many. Though he didn’t
remember me, he got very excited when |
told him that | went to Amoy Street Baptist
Church, the church he ministered, since |
was a 4" or 5™ grader.

That was obviously God’s timing.
Pastor Gardener was finishing his Dr. of
Ministry degree and Mrs. Gardner was
finishing her Masters of Christian Education



pursuit, and they were about to be launched
to the Orient again. Without fanfare, Dr.
Hunker, a veteran missionary of almost 40
years and a retired seminary president, was
asked to assume the leadership of this little
group of very green Christians meeting in an
American church, trying to reach out to the
Chinese community.

Pastor Hunker led wus through
reaching out to many Chinese families and
students. He also led this group to move to
our Lenexa church building in 1990. Like
me, many were wondering out loud: what
are we going to do with so much room?
Another big decision to be made in the then
new building was: What about VBS? Many
wanted to send our children back to EBC for
few more years until we are ready to do it on
our own. Brother Jerry Jean, one of the
deacons of EBC and our de facto leader,
thought it’s time for us to be on our own. So,
he volunteered to be the very first
Superintendent of our own VBS. Looking
back, he made the right move in establishing
a great VBS tradition of reaching out to
many Chinese children.

One thing that sticks out from my
mind is how insistent Pastor Hunker was for
us to make missions contributions through
both Cooperative Program and the three
annual mission offerings of the SBC and

KCKBA. | must confess that | was skeptical.

First of all, our offerings were hardly
enough for ECBC to survive, and we don’t
have extra money to give. Then the amount
he wanted us to give was so insignificant
that it served no purpose one way or the
other. Yet, he insisted.
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I don’t remember that we had made
any conscious decision to drastically
increase our mission’s budget, but it is a
significant amount even among all other
sister churches within our own KCKBA
community.

Fast forward, when | was approached
to become the next minister of ECBC to
succeed Pastor Hunker, | was both very
surprised and apprehensive. That was very
BIG shoe to fill. (Literally, his size is 12,
mine 8.5!) With the support of my family
and the guidance of the Spirit, we made the
big decision to accept this call and challenge.
It was quite a relief to know that ECBC was
not a wreck when | was allowed to turn over
the baton to Pastor Jean.

I can’t help to notice the contrast of
ordinary and the extraordinary throughout
the history of ECBC. From the very start,
God used few ordinary people to go from
the smallest group of Chinese Christians in
the early 80s to do extraordinary work and
become the largest Chinese church within a
two-hundred miles radius.  What’s so
extraordinary about that? It was done by
God through much extraordinary work of
many ordinary but faithful people
throughout the past thirty some years.

Isn’t that what our God is all about?
He came for all the people, but especially
the ordinary people; for they are the
majority wherever you go. When ordinary
people are saved by God and filled with His
Spirit, they can do extraordinary things.



As for myself, | am very ordinary in
many ways. | am plain and ordinary in most
of the areas. | struggled greatly in the area
of study, both in secular and seminary
school. I’ve been called a “Renaissance
Man” often, but they didn’t know that I am
“Jack of all trades
but master of
none.” 1 struggle
with every single
sermon | prepare,
even up to the time
| step in the pulpit.
Yet He allowed
me the privilege of
leading His own
church for twelve
years. | am more than grateful that He is
willing to use someone so ordinary to do His
extraordinary work — even today — in
sharing His love and glory among Chinese
people.

There are many stories | wish | could
share about ECBC but I can’t because I
don’t know the details. I only know there
are many extraordinary things our people
did in helping those in need but were never
“exposed” because either they didn’t think it
was extraordinary, or they didn’t want to
make a big fuss about it. But it’s these
extraordinary little things that are going on
regularly in a congregation that witnessed to
many ordinary people and attracted them to
our extraordinary God.

Speaking of extraordinary, | believe
Pastor Hunker definitely qualifies as an
extraordinary man. When he left his home
and parents to take the gospel to the Chinese,
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he learned a language that is extremely
difficult to learn. He spent almost forty
years among the Chinese as a result of his
call. He trained so many Baptist preachers as
seminary professors and president in Taipei,
even today, there are many of his students
all over the world who still
have fond memories of
him.

Yet, after his
retirement in the late
1980s, he answered the
call to pastor this fledgling
congregation of a little
over thirty people. He did
all the ordinary things a
pastor of a small congregation does under
extraordinary faithfulness. He drove forty
five minutes each way to the church, hand-
typing all things in details, organized all
events, training deacons and teachers,
visiting visitors and families, attending
graduations of the young people, prayed for
their needs, ....etc. but refused remuneration.

In conclusion, I must declare that our
God is an extraordinary God who works
among ordinary people. HE encourages
ordinary people who are willing to
participate in His kingdom work to produce
extraordinary work of changing lives, and
therefore, communities. HE also uses
extraordinary people to labor in ordinary
tasks to inspire ordinary people to do
extraordinary work for His glory. That’s
what we are: ordinary people used by an
extraordinary  God  to  accomplish
extraordinary tasks for His kingdom. As we
celebrate our 20™ anniversary as a formal



church while dedicating our new building to
our God, I can only repeat something so
ordinary yet so extraordinary—God is good.
HE is so good to us. HE is so good to us.

If you consider yourself an ordinary
person, God is inviting you to join the rank.
Just like Jesus’ disciples, a group of ordinary
men, to do extraordinary mission; i.e., to
turn the world upside down, or more

appropriately, to turn the world right side up.

If you consider yourself extraordinary,
(don’t be shy; we are! how can we not be
since we ARE made in His image?!) come
and join the Great Commission that was
given to us by Jesus. All we have to do is to
do the daily ordinary things well with
extraordinary effort.

What ordinary things? Whatever!

“Whatever” you do, work at it with
all your heart, as working for the Lord, not
for men. (Colossians 3:23)

When doing your so called secular
job as doing it for the Lord, it becomes
sacred work. When you love and serve your
friends and foes alike as if serving Jesus,
your service becomes holy ministry. When
you share God’s love in either words or
action or both, you become extraordinary.

"Whatever you do,

work at it with all your heart,

In so doing, we will capture the
attention of the world. They will see what
an extraordinary church ECBC continues to
become by turning a bunch of ordinary
people like themselves into extraordinary
people in the eyes of the world. THAT is
what “to be MY witness” means, and it
starts right here, or wherever you are.

The great ocean is formed by vast
number of tiny ordinary water molecules.
The extraordinary army of the Lord is
formed by vast number of ordinary but
faithful people who are willing to place
themselves into the hand of the Lord to do
His work.

“The world has yet to see what God
can do with a man fully consecrated to him.”
This was the sentence uttered in 1873 by
Henry Varley, an English evangelist. It
went into the ears and heart of an ordinary
shoe salesman who responded “By God’s
help, I aim to be that man.” This man turned
out to be one of the most extraordinary
evangelists in church history—D. L. Moody.

There is only one D. L. Moody.
There is only one you. Never under
estimate what God can do with anyone who
is willing to fully consecrate himself to HIM
and HIM alone.

as working for the Lord.

not for men..."
Colossians 3:23
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Growing With The Youth Ministry In ECBC

Assistant Pastor Steve Tan

When | was called into the ministry
in June 2006, | was so sure that the spiritual
gifts and the seminary training | had were to
minister Chinese speaking flocks. Youth
ministry was the last thing that would come
to my mind as part of my ministry.

However, in February 2007, the
youth director resigned. Our senior pastor,
Pastor Hsu, called me to his office and told
me to take over the youth ministry. | was
shocked by the news and did not think | was
ready for the new assignment. | had many
good reasons to reject: My main language is
Chinese; I am not a Caucasian nor American
born Chinese; | am not out-going; | was not
familiar with youth ministry; | in fact was
too old for it (in my mid-thirty) and did not
see how I could relate with the youth. But |
accepted it.

| prayed to God that since He has
called me into this particular ministry, He
would have to be responsible for the
consequence. It would be His will if the
youth end up with only three or four people
under my care (Yes, | was very pessimistic).
| promised Him to do my best though I
cannot guarantee the outcome. | asked for
wisdom and strength for this ministry, and
till this day I still do.

Needless to say, the youth were not
very happy and not convinced with my new
role. | started a youth council and
encouraged them to take ownership of the
fellowship. It seemed to work out fine at
first until one day the leaders told me that
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they wanted to report to Pastor Hsu their
opinion about me as their youth director.

My heart sank. But | offered to meet
with them helping them organize their
thought before their meeting with Pastor
Hsu. God used this opportunity to make me
understand their need. | began to see their
spiritual hunger, their willingness to serve,
their passion and gifts, while always
confused with their identity and role at home,
in church and in school. These little sheep
sought for cares and guidance in their life.
So, | promised them to spend more time
with them by reducing my other
responsibilities in church. Once they saw my
commitment, they called off the meeting.
Hallelujah!

Youth ministry, like many other
ministries, is about relationship building.
Once the relationship is established, they
can be the tamest sheep. They are innocent,
straightforward, obedient, energetic,
passionate, moldable, and very gifted. My
background which earlier | deemed
disadvantage, now becomes benefit to this
ministry. | play the role bridging the gap
between parents and their teenagers because
| understand both cultures and languages.
God also blesses me so much and expands
my ministry to youth camps and conferences
in Kansas and Missouri area.

For sure, being in the youth ministry
requires a lot of patience, flexibility, loving
care, humility and encouragement. The
youth do not want to be treated as children



but want to be respected and accepted. Their
greatest struggle is their confused identity,
being born in the US but having Asian
parents. Most of them struggle between
these two complicated cultures, both inside
and outside home. Their parents have high
expectations on their academic achievement
and musical talents, putting a lot of pressure
on them.

However, parents should prioritize
their time spending with their teenagers
because, in my opinion, parents are the
greatest impact and influence to their own
children, not pastors nor ministers whom
they only meet once a week. Parents should
make effort to understand and nurture their
teenagers to meet their physical, emotional
and spiritual needs.

Secondly, the ubiquitous temptations
have caused our teenagers to be immature
and irresponsible. Pornography and drug
abuse are not strangers to them. They are not
much safer within these church walls.
Parents are to watch out for them. | once
have our youth taking a study survey. 75%
of young men and 35% of young ladies
admitted to have access to pornography; 65%
of young men and 30% of young ladies had
in contact with drug. These numbers are
alarming. 1 am so sad to see some of them
being corrupted by pornography, and life
ruined because of drug abuse.

Parents should take some
responsibilities for not being good role
models in their Christian walk. In the same
study survey, most of our teenagers
complained about their parents being
spiritually incompetent, bearing no good
testimony, and even living in a hypocritical
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lifestyle. Parents should repent and lead a
godly life for our younger generation.

Our society has been bombarded by
the media, even taught in school, with
worldviews and philosophies that do not
honor God nor value life. Many churches
seem to lose the battle in keeping young
believers to stay in church. The same story
happens in Chinese churches also. To cope
with this issue, for the past few years, we
have modeled our Sunday school lessons in
such a way to teach Christian worldviews
and basic theology in the 11" and 12" grade
Sunday school class. These lessons
challenge our young believers to re-examine
their faith when confronted by different
value or philosophy taught in school or from
the media.

One of the great concerns for youth
ministry in Chinese churches is that once
they graduate from high school, many will
lose their faith in college. Statistic shows
only 10% would go to church in their
college life. I praise God for many of our
recent high school graduates are attending
nearby colleges like Johnson County
Community College and University of
Kansas in Lawrence, Kansas. By God’s
grace, we started a college campus
fellowship, the “Crossings” as they name it,
in University of Kansas in 2012. They want
to have weekly Friday fellowship and
willingly commute to attend Sunday service
in our church. When we have summer break
or winter break, due to the returning students
from other colleges, our college Sunday
school class attendance may reach over
twenty five people! We praise God and we
are so encouraged to see them growing and
serving in the Lord.



As for our youth in ECBC, Friday
youth fellowship is basically run by youth
council. The youth council comprises offices
a chairman, a vice-chair, music coordinators,
activity coordinators and a community
service coordinator. They are elected
annually and their term lasts only for one
year. The goal is to let these young people to
be role models for others in taking
ownership of fellowship, and using their
gifts to serve God and their peers. Their
responsibility includes organizing and
making plan for each fellowship meeting
and other activities, such as picnics, outings
and etc. We find these young leaders are
capable in taking up serious responsibility to
serve God. Through all these years, we have
seen many great young leaders rising from
within our church.

| thank God for His faithfulness. He
added many faithful workers for me to serve
with. Brian Tung was called to seminary
study in 2012 and has been a great helper to
me. He is now leading Friday youth
fellowship and teaching one of our youth
Sunday school classes. Rebecca Tsang has
been teaching the younger youth Sunday
school class for many years. Others like
Angela Tsang, Christine Lang and Steven
Mak have been wonderful co-workers with

me. They are the fruits from our earlier
youth ministry and willing to be role models
for their younger brothers and sisters.

As for me, my focus now is the
college fellowship at University of Kansas.
However, one thing | never feel shy to ask
from Dbrothers and sisters for prayers,
unceasing prayers for the ministry of our
younger generation. Prayer is the most
powerful driving force for ministry to go on
according to God’s will. There is no greater
joy than to see our young men and ladies
growing up to be firm believers and
followers of Christ. God is the one to take
all the credit, glory and honor for the youth
ministry in ECBC.

In conclusion for this testimony, God
has always been faithful and merciful. He
does not require us to serve Him with our
own talents and strength. He will supply us
when we have need. All that is required of
us is to have an obedient and willing heart,
following the Lord wherever He leads us, to
raise a godly young generation for Him.
Amenl!

Proverbs 22:6 Train up a child in
the way he should go, even when he is old
he will not depart from it.
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Christian Education at ECBC

Assistant Pastor Henry Chen

When | took a Christian Education
(CE) course at the seminary many years ago,
the professor gave each student a compass in
the last day of class. He then told us that by
knowing the foundation of Christian
Education, we are like holding the little
compass in our hands, it will keep our
teaching ministry moving in the right course
that God always intends for His church. In
my observation, the ECBC leadership and
congregation in the last two decades, have
shared and passed on the precious heritage
of three foundational pillars in CE. | call

them the three T's of ECBC:

Transformational
Theological
Textual

The first educational pillar ECBC
stands unshaken on is our shared
understanding that CE is transformational.
Through life-transforming teaching ministry,
ECBC family becomes more Christ-like in
our worldview, moral quality and behavior.
For example, transformation takes place
when during the Sunday school hour our
people develop a concern for a different kind
of benefits from a new job opportunity, "Am
| required to work on Sunday morning when
| suppose to be at the church?" "Does the
job require me to work long hours that leave
me little time to serve in the church?" "Does
it put me in a situation that 1 might
compromise my integrity?"
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The second pillar ECBC builds its
educational foundation with is that CE is
theological. God is the divine agent
ultimately responsible for all the changes.
He transforms us through the redemptive
work of Jesus Christ and the indwelling of
the Holy Spirit. However, we must be
cautious against going to the extreme of
excluding human  responsibility and
participation. Human educators ought to
employ various teaching methods to teach
effectively. After all, why do we teach
adults differently than we teach children?
Teaching method matters because we are
human!

The third pillar ECBC will never
abandon is that CE is textual. God has
chosen to reveal himself in history and
preserve his revelation in a written text that
we call Scripture. Therefore, we study the
scriptural text as thoroughly as humanly
possible. The historical background and
textual features such as the word and
grammar are God's revelation about and
within the text for us to correctly understand
His message. For this very reason, ECBC is
committed to focusing on the text in our
curriculum.

By the will of God, we shall continue
to uphold this precious tradition of our
Three T's in the many decades ahead:
Transformational, Theological, Textual.
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We Are Priests For The Gospel

Mission Pastor Timothy Qian

Before leaving for a long distance trip,
parents will always instruct their children on
matters that they are most concerned about.
Likewise, before Jesus’ ascension, He
expounded on the most urgent message:
“Therefore go and make disciples of all
nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit.” (Mathew 28:19)  Over the last
almost 2000 years, generation after
generation of disciples, through blood and
tears and even martyrdoms, successfully
spread the gospel to us. We Christians at
Emmanuel Chinese Baptist Church also live
by this great commission. Noticing the
increasing number of unfamiliar Chinese
faces amongst our midst, may God stir up
our passion in sowing the seeds of good
news and saving the lost souls.

A wonderful assignment from God:
We are not ashamed of the gospel

Maybe you are thinking: 1 am not a
deacon, minister, evangelist, or pastor, so do
| have this responsibility of spreading the
gospel? Isn’t it good enough for me to attend
Sunday worship every week, occasionally
participate in family fellowships and bible
study classes, and read and pray at home?
Actually, this is not taking our calling as
Christians seriously. “But you are a chosen
people,a  royal priesthood,a  holy
nation, God’s special possession, that you
may declare the praises of him who called
you out of darkness into his wonderful
light.” 1 Peter 2:9. The apostle Paul
understood this very well: He said “because
of the grace God gave me to be a minister of
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Christ Jesus to the Gentiles. He gave me the
priestly duty of proclaiming the gospel of
God, so that the Gentiles might become an
offering acceptable to God, sanctified by the
Holy Spirit.” (Romans 15:16). We all as
Christians are holy priests. Not only must
we offer ourselves as living sacrifices, we
must also offer fruits of salvation to God.

So why is the priesthood royal? Since
spreading the gospel is rescuing souls. Some
people lose their souls eternally because
when alive they did not have the opportunity
or time to learn about God’s plan for their
salvation. That is why the scriptures say:
“How beautiful are the feet of those who
bring good news!” (Romans 10:15)

Unfortunately, not all of us appreciate
how precious we are in God’s sight. For
example: Are you proud of the fact that you
are a Christian and courageous enough to let
others know about your faith? Are you
willing to spread the gospel regardless of the
circumstances? When we get promoted, we
cannot wait to order new attractive business
cards that reveal our new status and
distribute them to everyone we know.
However, when asked by others whether
you are a Christian you may just brush aside
the topic. Some people may not even know
that you are a Christian after having known
you for years. If that is the case, how can we
fulfill the great commission?

God is our strength: The gospel is the
power of God



God not only gave us the great
commission; He also gave us power to
accomplish it. The gospel ... it is the power
of God” (Romans 1:16). God prepares the
gift of the gospel; we are only the
messengers.

1. Prepare the way with prayers.

Ask God to equip us to spread the
gospel. Not only does God want us to be a
part of His salvation plan, He wants us to
develop patience through endurance. Men
petition but God accomplishes. Because the
pride, we tend to trust our own intellect and
verbal skills that cannot bring forth
conviction of hearts. God sees people’s
hearts. He has special keys that can open in
people’s hearts. We need to be aware that
Satan is never idle when someone is trying
to preach the word of God. Therefore,
“Devote  yourselves to  prayer, being
watchful and thankful. And pray for us, too,
that God may open a door for our message,
so that we may proclaim the mystery of
Christ, for which I am in chains”.
(Colossians 4:2-3)

A brother gave this testimony: “Several
years ago, relying on my passion and
eloquent speech, | went back to China to
preach to my parents. They were not
convinced and our relationship turned sour
so | felt very depressed when | came back to
the United States.” Later on, an elderly
sister asked this brother, “Did you pray for
your non-believing relatives every day?”.
So this brother and his wife started praying
for his parents and after 3 years they finally
accepted Christ.

2. Attract others to Christ with your
testimony
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Without testimony we cannot spread the
gospel. When non-believers say “If so and
so is a Christian I would rather not be one”,
then we have a problem. Some believers are
spiritually proud and have this “holier than
thou” attitude, belittling others and making
them stumbling blocks to non-believers. An
evangelist once visited a sister’s home and
took the opportunity to preach to her
husband. Her husband’s response was “I
have had enough of her in this world. |
would rather go to hell then face her forever
in heaven”. Therefore, we must “walk the
talk”, so when others see the changes and
good works in our lives, they will be
attracted to the gospel.

We are accountable to God: Woe to
those who do not preach the gospel

One day, God will evaluate our works
according to the commission He has given
us. According to the apostle Paul, “For
when | preach the gospel, | cannot boast,
since | am compelled to preach. Woe to me
if 1 do not preach the gospel! If | preach
voluntarily, | have a reward;if not
voluntarily, 1 am simply discharging the
trust committed to me.” (1 Corinthians 9:16-
17). 4:7-8) like Paul, we must take that as
our goal. “They will rest from their labor,
for their deeds will follow them.”
(Revelations 14:13). Beware: Not only may
we not be Although most of us dare not state
that “l have fought the good fight, I have
finished the race, | have kept the faith. Now
there is in store for methe crown of
righteousness” (2 Timothy rewarded; we
may end up guilty of not spreading the
gospel.

If we do not spread the gospel, we may
incur two kinds of debts. The first one is



toward God because He bought us with His
blood. He “not wanting anyone to perish,
but everyone to come to repentance” (2
Peter 3:9). The second debt is towards other
human beings. When a pastor asked a
congregation how many of them were saved
because they heard the gospel from a friend
or relative, many raised their hands. When
asked whether anyone in the congregation
was directly involved in another person’s
salvation, very few people raised their
hands. Spreading the gospel is like a relay
race. If you do not pass the baton, you have
to bear the responsibility. If you don’t even
tell your family the good news of Jesus, will
you not be indebted to them?

In Palestine there are two inland seas.
One is the Sea of Galilee that supports many
forms of sea life. The other one is the Dead
Sea that does not support life. The difference
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between them is: Water flows in and out of
the Sea of Galilee whereas there is no outlet
for water inside the Dead Sea causing high
levels of salt to accumulate, thus inhibiting
life. Through sharing, life becomes vibrant
like the Sea of Galilee. Some believers may
be blessed with a lot of talents but if they
don’t share they will be like the “Dead Sea”.

A healthy church is one that knows how
to share the amazing grace of God. One
sign of an unhealthy church is Narcissism or
self-love, that’s when brothers and sisters
love each other inside the church but is
oblivious to the outside world, which
desperately needs God’s love.

The author is an evangelist and editor for
“Chinese Today” and “Proclaim” .
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Thirty-Three Years’ Reflections Of
Emmanuel Chinese Baptist Church

Pastor Jerry Jean and Mrs. Sandy Jean

Emmanuel means God is with us
(Matthew 1:23). This year is our twentieth
anniversary for Emmanuel Chinese Baptist
Church (ECBC) since she was instituted as
an independent Chinese church in 1994,
Thirty-three years ago (1981) in September,
Senior Pastor Lacey of Emmanuel Baptist
Church (EBC) in Overland Park started a
Chinese Sunday School by gathering four
Chinese families. Praise the Lord for His
power, grace, and guidance, we have gone
through four stages of development and
growth: (1) 1981, as Chinese Sunday School
at EBC; (2) 1984, as Chinese Ministry; (3)
1987, as Chinese Mission; (4) 1994, as
independent Southern Baptist Church. We
have gathered and worshiped at three places:
(1) 1981-1990, at mother church in
Overland Park; (2) 1990-2013, at our first
church building in Lenexa; and (3) 2013-
now, at our new building in Overland Park.
During those 33 years, we have united to
build the body of Christ (Ephesians 4:12-13),
obey the Great Commandment (Mark 12:29-
31) and the Great Commission (Matthew
28:18-20). Below are our thirty-three years’
reflections of Emmanuel Chinese Baptist
Church in twelve major events (Please
forgive us if there is any omission or
inaccuracy).

. 1981: From Chinese School to
Chinese Sunday School
During 70 to 80’s, there is an increasing
trend of Chinese population in the great
Kansas City area (about 1,000-2,000
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Chinese). In Overland Park, at EBC (101st
Street and Metcalf Avenue), there was a
Chinese School which met on Saturday
morning with about fifty to sixty kids. Pastor
Lacey of EBC cared about Chinese and
often came on Saturday. Two of our children
also attended the Chinese School. When he
saw many Chinese, he was moved and had a
hope to share the Gospel to Chinese at EBC.
In early 1981, he started to invite Chinese
Christians to worship at EBC and in summer
1981, he invited four Chinese couples to his
home and shared the burden on Chinese at
EBC. We immediately echoed the vision. In
September 1981, the first Chinese Sunday
School at EBC was started while Chinese
children joined EBC programs. Chinese
joined English  worship by hearing
translation through earphones. EBC put
Chinese at the top priority. We remember
that we always sat on the front three rows at
worship.

1. 1984 : From Chinese Sunday
School to Chinese Ministry

At EBC, we grew to two Chinese
Sunday School classes. In 1984 a returned
missionary Don Gardner joined us and at the
same time attended Midwestern Baptist
Theological Seminary (MBTS). Soon EBC
decided to call him as the first Chinese
Pastor to start Chinese worship. Mrs.
Gardner (Sue) was from Taiwan. We met at
a large classroom for Mandarin worship.
The next EBC senior Pastor Carl Garret
loved Chinese in his heart. EBC ordained



Chinese deacons to learn and serve together.
Chinese Sunday School was advanced to
Chinese Ministry at EBC.

I11. 1987 : From Chinese Ministry
to Chinese Mission

Three years later, Pastor Gardner’s
family was called back to Hong Kong as
missionaries after they completed MBTS
studies. Thank God, Pastor Carl Hunker
retired from Dean of Taiwan Baptist
Theological Seminary, returning to Kansas
City. EBC delightedly called him as the
second Chinese Pastor. Pastor Hunker went
to China as a SBC missionary in 1946, then
he spent the most of time to serve as a
church planter, the pastor, and the dean of
Seminary to Chinese in Taiwan until 1986.
The Chinese Ministry at EBC was advanced
to Chinese Mission.

IV. 1990 : Build the First Chinese
Church Building in Kansas
City Area
Late 1990, we heard that Calvary Baptist
Church moved and their building in Lenexa
was for sale. Under Pastor Hunker’s
leadership, building fund was launched and
we borrowed $100,000 from Baptist
Foundation with EBC’s underwriting. We
moved into the building in Oct. 1990 and the
first service exceeded 100 Chinese.

V. 1994 : From Chinese Mission

to Emmanuel Chinese Baptist
Church (ECBC)

Within three years, Chinese brothers and
sisters faithfully served and paid off all the
loans. In 1994 with the mother church
EBC'’s blessing, ECBC was instituted as an
independent Southern Baptist church. Soon,
we also added English worship at ECBC.
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VI. 1999 : ECBC Called the First
Chinese Pastor, Pastor Hsu

Due to the growth and the need of the
church, also per Pastor Hunker’s wish, in
1996, ECBC called George Hsu as full-time
Evangelist and he also attended MBTS at
the same time. He gave up a successful
secular career and completed as Master of
Divinity degree in May 1999. Then he was
ordained as ECBC senior pastor and Pastor
Hunker became Pastor Emeritus.

VII.  2007/8:
Missions

ECBC continued to grow, but had space
limitations (twenty hundred and fifty of
capacities). In 2007 and 2008, ECBC
established two missions, the south mission
in Olathe and campus mission at University
of Missouri-Kansas City (UMKC). The
south mission became independent in 2010
but merged back to ECBC in 2014. The
campus mission remains part of ECBC and
met at our own campus house near UMKC.

Established Two

VI, 2009 : Ordained Two Young

Pastors
The need of ministry grew, ECBC
ordained Steve Tan as Assistant Pastor and
Henry Chen as Campus Minister in October
2009 (in 2013 became Assistant Pastor at
ECBC).

IX. 2011 : ECBC called Senior
Pastor Jean and Launched
Vision 2020
On August 1, 2011, ECBC called
Mission Pastor Jerry Jean (ordained at
ECBC in 2003) as Senior Pastor to succeed
Pastor Hsu when he became Pastor Emeritus.
After over one year’s earnest prayer,
meetings and planning, in October 2011,
ECBC formulated and launched a new goal



VISION2020: “To become a Christ
centered church with 500 plus regular
worship attendance by 2020, ministering
primarily to the Chinese community.”

X. 2012/2013: Campus and

Cantonese Ministries

Due to the need and growth of
Cantonese and campus ministry, Pastor
Chen was called as Assistant Pastor at
ECBC. Emeritus Pastor Hsu was called as
Interim Campus Minister until June, 2014.

Now Pastor Qian is serving campus ministry.

XI. 2013: The Second Church
Building of ECBC

To press toward VISION 2020, after two

years of prayers, search, and planning, God

graciously provided us the former Dorothy
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Moody elementary school in Overland Park
as our new building (capacity over five
hundred). We moved in and had the first
worship and meeting there on December 29,
2013. Thank God, with His mercy, we
quickly sold the old building and paid off all
$500,000 bank loans about the same time.

XIl.  2014: Toward VISION 2020

Since we moved to the new building,
God has given us many new ministries and
opportunities toward VISION2020, such as
on January 26, Cantonese worship started,
South church merged into ECBC on
February 1, and we called Interim Mission
Pastor Timothy Qian and Evangelist Thelma
Qian to join the staff for ministering the
Gospel. Glory to Jesus Christ.

Emmanuel Chinese <
Baptist Church
wAOHSARIET
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God Blesses Us With A New Church Building
Tony Song

Now to him who is able to do
immeasurably more than all we ask or
imagine, according to his power that is at
work within us, to him be glory in the
church and in Christ Jesus throughout all
generations, for ever and ever! Amen.
(Ephesians 3:20-21)

When Emmanuel Chinese Baptist
Church was formed in 1990 at Lenexa, we
had sixty members. Under the shepherding
of Rev. Carl Hunker and George Hsu, the
church grew to two hundred memberships in
2003. The sanctuary became too crowded in
the combined Chinese and English worship
service. Parking space was not large enough.
Some left because they could not find
parking. To avoid it becoming a hindrance
to the growth of our church, we started
looking for a bigger building. After years of
searching we learned that the real estate on
market is of different kinds: (1) office
building. It typically needs remodeling,
costs more and its parking lot needs
expansion. The estimated cost is about three
million. (2) Warehouse. It can cost less but
needs much internal reconstruction. The
biggest issue is there is just not additional
room for parking expansion. (3) An existing
church building that meets our needs. It can
cost three to four million. All these kinds of
buildings made me to think it was
impossible to find one based on our church'’s
limited financial resources. So my zeal
gradually faded away.

In 2007 a proposal to plant a south
mission point was adopted and eventually
the south mission became independent. The
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pressure for a bigger sanctuary was
temporarily relieved. But the pressure
returned as ECBC continued to grow. A new
building became necessary with the Vision
2020.

In 2011 August, Heng Tsang noticed
the Bonjour elementary school next to our
church was on sale. The appraisal value was
above three million. But the real price tag
was estimated about one million. Our
pastors and congregation were informed and
a tour was arranged. Everybody liked it: the
space, the parking and the price. As we were
getting excited about it, we were notified of
its sale to a buyer for 1.2 million. While we
were feeling disappointed, we were
informed that the Moody school would be
closed in May 2012. The appraisal value
was about three million, and was estimated
to be sold around one million. The building
is newer. Remodeling costs less. It has less
space, but more fitting for our church. It also
has room for expansion. Great location! We
got excited. Learning from the past, we
wanted to be prepared for it. So we
immediately formed a building expansion
committee (Kenny Liu, Heng Tsang, John
Zhou, Alfred Lo, Mandy Hu, Patrick Yu,
George Tang, and Tony Song), chaired by
Kenny.  Senior  Pastor Jerry  Jean
automatically could vote on it. Chien-Wen
Chou and Warren Chyan volunteered to
participate in the discussion but they could
not vote on the decision. The committee
decided to raise funds and do more analysis
on the building. We planned and met every
Saturday to prepare for the day Moody
school was put on the market. July



approached but Moody was still not on the
market for sale. We then found out the
school board was considering other options
and was delaying the sale. We were
disappointed, but still hopeful. We prayed
earnestly to God and we met monthly
instead of weekly. Until 2013, the building
was still not for sale. We felt our labor was
in vain and wondered how to face the
congregation. We discussed two alternative
plans. One was we expanded the current
building. The other was to purchase land and
build a new church on it. As our architect
was working on it, we received news about
the sale of Moody on May 28, 2013 and it
would be on the market in a month. We
were excited and had more meetings about
building funds. We had 0.7 million pledge
from the congregation but were far from our
goal of 1.5 million. We worked with the
bank and the bid process. Money-wise, we
were not in a favorable position so we knew
we must present our case so that the school
board could see our contribution to the
community. On June 16 we received the bid
package to find out that the lowest bid was
1.1 million. Twenty entities showed interest.
Four time slots were opened for public
showing. On June 29, we met and were
informed by our architect that 1) expanding
our current building would cost around two
million. Parking was still an issue; 2)
purchasing a land and building on it costs at
least 2.5 million. So, it is obvious that
Moody is our only option. We decided to
bid on it with 1.3 million, the price approved
by the congregation earlier.

In July 3, we met at the school to
find out that the board had just received a
good bid. The board was eager to complete
the sale. We were nervous because we did
not know how much "good bid" was. After
more discussion we prayed earnestly to God.
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On July 8 we offered our bid. The next day
we received an email about a meeting with
their attorney about a sale contract. We were
skeptical until we met with the attorney. The
sale was confirmed by the attorney and
officially confirmed by the board with a
contract on July 22. Then we found out the
other bid was 1.2 million. We announced to
the congregation and asked for prayer. We
prayed that no party would give a higher bid
before July 22. On July 17, we gave bank
loan approval to the board. We were present
at the school board meeting on July 22.
When we heard the first party increased its
bid to 1.35 million we were stunned. But
after they asked to extend the inspection
period, the board decided to sell it to us. The
school board asked two more questions and
then voted to approve the sale. Hearing the
news, we were screaming “Hallelujah!” in
our hearts. Coming out from the meeting
room we prayed and gave thanks to God.
Glory to Him.

We needed to complete the
inspection in 40 days and many other
mandatory requirements by September 20.
We worked hard to have all documents
ready and procedures complete in 45 days.
We also collected 0.8 million by mid-
August and together with the 0.5 million
bank loan we had enough funds. But we still
needed additional 0.2 million for closing,
repair, moving and parking. We decided not
to get a loan from the bank but raised our
goal to 1 million. Thank God, the
congregation responded to the challenge and
we reached the goal. On September 20,
Pastor Jean and Deacon Chou completed the
sale on behalf of our church. God truly gave
us a new building.

Thank God! God allows us to be his
coworkers, and experience His mighty
power. Here are our testimonies:



First, God listened to our prayer. He
knew we could not afford a commercial
estate so He gave us the opportunities of
buying two closing school properties.
Because a school building is non-profit
property and profit making is not their sole
concern, we had a fairly good chance to
purchase it. Closing a school did not happen
much, not to mention one in a district that
meets all our needs. This must be divine
work. “In his hearts a man plans his course,
but the LORD determines his steps.”
(Proverbs 16:9)

Second, God knew we were not
totally prepared for purchasing a new
building. So He allowed the first opportunity
to slip from our hands so that we learned a
lesson. He then gave us 18 months to
prepare for Moody elementary.

Third, When Moody elementary was
on the market, and many parties showed
interest, yet it was obvious that only we and
another party were ready to bid. Thank God
for giving us the wisdom so that we
strategically, 1) gave our most sincere offer,
2) wrote to the board about our potential
contribution to the community, 3) had
inspection partially done, which the other
party was unmatched even though they gave
a higher bid.

Fourth, God prepared pastors of faith
and congregation of love so that we were
united in the purchase and completing many
tasks (one million fund, audio-visual
equipment, turning a school library into a
sanctuary, tree planting project, lunch box

project, carpet, cleaning, city hearing,
furniture, moving and repair, parking
expansion project, etc.) 1 saw the

congregation give their money, time, labor
to finish professional jobs and save the
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church some great expenses. | was
impressed by their labor and participation. |
cannot name them one by one here.
However, God knows who they are and will
bless them.

Fifth, when the old building was put
on the market for sale, we were informed
most churches took six to twelve months to
have their buildings sold. Some took up to
two years. Some buyers were unable to
complete the purchase because they were
unable to collect enough fund. So the
building committee agreed we wanted a
quick sale to avoid more debt on the church.
We set an affordable price and remained
flexible in negotiation. We figured if we
could not sell the old building in a year, not
only would our church carried more burden,
the sale price would have to be reduced.
Two buyers offered 0.4 million and 0.5
million respectively. We ignored them. The
next buyer was very sincere. We had a
contract but the buyer was unable to get a
sufficient loan from the first bank. They
wanted to loan from us 0.12 million. We
responded by asking them to try harder to
raise funds or get a loan from another bank.
At the end we only needed to give them a
small loan. So the deal went through and
both rejoiced in it. In six months we sold the
old building and paid off the bank loan. We
still had extra 80K to pay for our parking
expansion project. This is beyond our
anticipation. Although our agent and
brothers did a good job, what could we have
accomplished if God has not already
prepared us a perfect buyer? For Psalm
127:1 says, “Unless the LORD builds the
house, its builders labor in vain. Unless the
LORD watches over the city, the watchmen
stand guard in vain.”
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New ECBC Church Building - A Memoir

Kenny Liu

First and foremost, thank God for
His grace and brothers and sisters for their
love, enthusiasm and unity in the church
relocation process. It was quite a
complicated process that last for a year and a
half but we finally made it to the new church
building and started our worship there on
December 28, 2013.

Our new church building is about
50,000 square feet located on a lot of land of
7 acre. My heart is filled with thanksgiving
and thrill as this is a great stride to achieve
our VISION 2020- building a church with
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500 people. Our new church building used
to be a public elementary school which was
abandoned for about a year and a half. When
we first set our feet on the campus on
September 20, 2013, the date of title transfer,
we just did not know where to start. All we
saw were furniture and fixture covered with
dust. However, brothers and sisters who
were encouraged by their trust in God
contributed their skills in all kind of areas:
electricity, plumbing, carpentry, janitorial,
culinary, safety/ medical, gardening,
services, promotion, choir, to name but a
few. Through brothers and sisters physical



and financial support in each and every
aspect of the relocation process, | got to
realize a church is a built upon “faith, hope,
love”.

Faith — Hold on to our trust in God.
Hope — Hold on to our hope in eternal life.
Love — Hold on to our love of God.

At times we have disagreements
among ourselves; however we learned
brotherly love, care and understanding
through using God’s wisdom and effective
communication,

The first challenge facing us was the
huge financial need. When the new church
building was first handed over to us, we
took on a mortgage as our original church
building was yet to be sold. We could not do
anything but pray, and pray harder. We
believe that He who began a good work in
us will carry it on to completion. He will
provide a way out. Thanks to the Lord! He
answered our prayers. We successfully sold
our original church building on February 13,
2014 to ease our financial burden. Having
said that, the deacons and coworkers
reached consensus to maintain and renovate
the new church building on our own as
much as possible in order to cut down on the
huge maintenance and renovation Ccosts.
Currently, brothers and sisters selflessly
sacrificed their time and effort to clean up
and maintain the church, making it fit for
our daily uses.

As many of you may already know,
ECBC is made up of families of diversified
background. Church members are from
mainland China, Taiwan, Hong Kong as
well as Chinese-speaking individuals from
any part of the world. We have families
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formed by intercultural marriages as well as
child adoption. As such, our Sunday
worships are divided into Chinese
congregation, English congregation as well
as Cantonese congregation. Yet, campus
congregation we all shared the same purpose
— to come close to God, to lift up our cares
as well as to worship Him.

During the church relocation process,
we achieved unity among ourselves. We
shared the same goal: to contribute our
effort in building a church that has Christ
Jesus as the cornerstone. Our selfless,
seamless cooperation also reflects Christ’s
love, the kind of horizontal fellowship
among brothers and sisters that His Cross
reminded us to do. Being a member of this
blessed church family helps me realize
God’s grace and kindness shown to church.

Until now, our new church facilities
are gradually being made complete.
However, we should never forget each and
every brothers’ and sisters’ spiritual life is
the building block of the church. In order to
keep our church holy, we shall seek to be
holy ourselves. In order to grow our church,
we should seek our own spiritual growth.
We should never lose sight of spiritual
growth as well as treating Jesus as our chief
foundation. Without such a foundation, any
church would fall apart.

Praise God, as we can put our trust in
Christ Jesus, the one we serve. Our
Foundation is unshakable. May our Lord
bless this new ECBC and let its light shine
in the Greater Kansas City vicinity, sowing
seeds of the Gospel and allowing the
community to know Jesus, to trust in Jesus
and to follow Jesus.
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Blessed Be Your Coming And Going

....Reflections On Rejoining The Mother Church
Pastor Timothy Qian

In October of 2007, Emmanuel Chinese
Baptist Church (Mother Church) sent eight
Christian families to the southern part of
Kansas City to start a satellite church (The
South Church) to further the gospel. With
the help and blessings of the mother church,
the South Church became an independent
church on April 17", 2010. Responding to
God’s calling, Timothy Qian, the editor of
“Chinese Today”, who was also working
full time at a University, moved to Overland
Park to pastor the South Church on
December 17", 2011. Sister Thelma Qian
also obeyed God’s leadership to join the
South Church as an evangelist in January of
2012. On September 15" 2013, Timothy
Qian was ordained as a pastor. On February
1%, The South Church merged with the
mother church.

During the last seven years, God blessed
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the path taken by the South Church. Before
Pastor Qian joined the South Church the
eight families, with assistance from the
mother  church, served the Lord
passionately. Through God’s grace, the
number of saved souls increased
significantly. However, because of various
reasons, six of the original families had to
move out of the area. Pastor Timothy Qian
and evangelist Thelma Qian, through acts of
faith decided to take the challenge to join the
South Church. Six months later, another
starter family had to leave because of their
kid’s educational needs. Throughout all
these difficulties we put on hopes on our
God’s faithfulness.

Looking back, God is really the head of
the church and everything is under His
control. A lot of elderly people who attended
the South church are here from Mainland
China to visit their children (and



grandchildren). They are thirsty for the word
of God and after accepting Christ here in the
Unites States they help spread the gospel to
other people in Mainland China when they
leave. Just ten months before the merging
of the South Church with the mother church,
fourteen persons came to know the Lord and
twelve of them got baptized. Since most
church members are either young or elderly,
a heavy burden falls on the middle-aged.
They served faithfully and diligently, tasting
the sweetness of God even when facing
adversities. They are also generous with
their offerings so much so that there is a
surplus of over $100,000 after all
expenditures including salaries for the
administrative staff.

During the early stages of negotiations
between the South Church and the mother
church, there were initially some differences
in opinion among the church members.
However, after incessant prayers and faith in
God’s guidance the congregation realized
that their vision of spreading the gospel
actually coincides with the mother church’s
“Vision 2020”. Suddenly, the initial reasons
for South Church’s separation from the
mother church in 2007 no longer exist and
all agreed that at this time a merger is the
best solution. Praise the Lord for influencing

members of the South church to let go of
their pride and be obedient to God’s plan.
“Yet not as | will, but as you will”.
(Matthew  26:39) With praise and
thanksgiving, the staff and congregation at
the mother church worked hard to prepare
for the merger. After three deacon’s meeting
and three co-worker’s meeting (But all
things must be done decently and in order. 1
Corinthians 14:40), a final motion was
passed approving of the merger. According
to the registrar at the South Church in
January of 2014, eighty church attendees
(forty six members, twelve truth seekers,
and twenty two children) returned to the
mother church family.

During the past seven vyears, God
revealed His plan for the mother church
through the implementation of “Vision
2020 and acquisition of a new church site
at England Drive. It also gave time for the
congregation at the South Church to
experience the grace, wisdom, and promise
of God. “the Lord will watch over your
coming and going”(Psalm 121:8) “You will
be blessed when you come in and when you
go out.” (Deuteronomy 28:6)

May all the glory and praises be to our God!




